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CLIMATE,  
NATURE AND  
IMAGINATION.
The climate is not something we can observe only with our senses. It’s not like the wind 
or rain; the cold or heat. To understand it, we require the aid of human intelligence and 
comprehension. There’s a hidden story in that term; the word itself has a history. In this 
story, we find how the word ‘climate’ migrated from the classical Greek term ‘Klimata’ 
– which referred to the conditions found in a latitude or region – to the compilation and 
quantification of meteorological features (e.g., precipitation, temperature, humidity, 
etc.), a more physical and quantitative approach to its description that emerged in the 
19th century. 

The dominant version of climate in our time retains many of the numerical 
and quantitative aspects that emerged in the 19th century. Thus, the prevailing 
understanding of climate in the natural sciences remains anchored in the aggregation 
of meteorological data measurements, as well as the evaluation of its projection, an 
evaluation that also relies on the physical and natural sciences. In this prevailing 
sense, by climate, we mean the statistical aggregation of the meteorological conditions 
present in a region to describe its most frequent characteristics. In this way, climate 
is differentiated from weather, which refers to the daily variations in atmospheric and 
meteorological conditions – i.e., a description or estimate of the state or changes 
in atmospheric variables expected at a given time. To examine more permanent 
atmospheric conditions, the physical and natural sciences have further developed the 
sense of the prevailing climate in the 19th century towards understanding climate as 
the result of a holistic, complex, and integrated system. In that understanding, the 
relationship between the elements affecting regional and global climate stands out, 
including the interaction between the atmosphere, oceans, ice sheets, snow, and life 

on Earth. This latter aspect – life – however, brings up considerations that go beyond 
a more quantitative and numerical designation of climate. Indeed, if one consults a 
dictionary, this different etymological root also becomes evident. Thus, according to the 
dictionary, with the word ‘climate’ we not only refer to the set of atmospheric conditions 
that characterize a region, but we can also refer to the environment, i.e., the conditions 
that surround and affect life in a specific place. or circumstances predominant in a 
field. In this sense, we refer, for example, to the intellectual climate, the political one, 
or that of customs. In reality, the word ‘climate’ designates a broad field of meanings, 
senses that include but go beyond meteorology and the physical and natural sciences, 
to encompass those pointed out by metaphor and culture.

What we want to highlight here is that climate change suggests a modification that 
is related to both aspects, both with physical and natural changes, and those linked to 
the human environment and culture.

Thus, meteorology and metaphor are related. Contrary to the separation between 
nature and culture that modernity often assumes, this close relationship between 
meteorology and metaphor helps us remember that human life and its culture have 
a relationship more of continuity than of separation with nature and the environment, 
despite our tendency to forget it. In the long history of human civilization, the climate 
can change, and in doing so, it affects civilization. More recently, civilization has begun 
to act on the climate, and it seems that the climate might retaliate. Whatever metaphor 
we privilege to understand the relationship between culture, nature, and climate, this 
aspect has helped to show that, in any case, humans continually imagine and act on our 
environment; in doing so, we never cease to interact with nature. We can now complete 
or undermine it, contribute to its flourishing, or help to diminish and destroy it.

While the history of the relationship between humanity and the climate is almost 
as old as history itself, one way to understand how the idea of climate change has 
emerged could well start by reconstructing the first aspect, and begin with the history 
of the discovery that the physical climate is changing.

José Alberto Garibaldi, 2023
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PROLOGUE
In a world where climate has become a product and nature is viewed as 

property, what does it truly mean to live in harmony with the planet? 
As the dawn of the 21st century unfolds, humans are increasingly alienated 

from nature, both physically and conceptually. By assuming ownership over 
nature and its resources, we tend to commodify the climate. This narrow view 
is one of the reasons the climate crisis is often boiled down to an inefficiency 
problem, seeing it purely as an economic challenge with ramifications for 
public policy. 

However, the reality is much more intricate. This graphic novel is the result 
of a series of conversations between Francisco de la Mora and José Alberto 
Garibaldi, along with numerous meetings with various stakeholders involved 
in “Learning by Doing”, a project aimed at redefining the goals of the Paris 
Agreement in four countries: the Dominican Republic, Lebanon, Mexico,  
and South Africa. 

In these dialogues, we delved into the deep layers of the climate crisis that go 
beyond economic, political, and resource management issues. We found these 
layers are rooted in our understanding of the human relationship with nature. 

In each country, with teams of enthusiastic and knowledgeable climate 
experts, we envisioned and crafted narratives of what the good life might look 
like in 2050, considering current global warming trends, natural resources, 
and each region’s social features. It soon became evident that living in 
harmony with nature required a transformation beyond just technology, all the 
while recognizing the urgency to maintain a livable climate for humanity. 

Even though our experts came from scientific fields, the discussions took on 
a philosophical tone, spanning from the Middle Ages to a near future. In this 
journey, we identified the profound ontological divide between humans and 
nature. Our mission shifted to tracing the causes of this disconnect and, more 
critically, finding ways to bridge this gap, reminding ourselves at every step that 
we are not separate from the natural world. 

By envisioning societies in 2050 where the divide between humans and 
nature has disappeared, climate discussions are filled with new insights. 
Beyond economic and political facets, we unearthed subtler yet equally 
captivating dimensions tied to values, virtues, and traditions rooted in a 
universal cultural concept within each region. 

This novel underscores the importance of living in harmony with the natural 
world rather than trying to dominate it. That’s why our main character, Joe, is an 
anthropomorphic bear. Although our capacity for speech, work, and thought often 
leads us to feel superior to other living organisms on the planet, we are more alike 
than we’d like to admit. 

Living harmoniously with nature implies a bond and unity. In this union, humans 
cannot evade their responsibilities, nor their virtues. Bridging the divide between 
nature and humanity is a call to reconnect with our essence, live in balance with 
our surroundings, and find ways to truly thrive. A magic fix, even if we label it 
technology, is neither politically feasible nor socially desirable. The path to solutions 
should be appealing, and this graphic novel seeks to capture that. 

We imagine a world we desire to inhabit, focusing on elements that make life 
beautiful: community, human relationships with nature, creativity, and beauty. A 
good life aids community resilience (as we can’t deny the impacts of climate change 
are already here), is low-carbon, and is worth living; however, it also demands 
imagination and creativity. 

This graphic novel recounts a journey across the planet, but it’s also an 
intergenerational, historical journey, filled with dreams and nightmares. “Spes”, 
meaning “hope” in Latin, offers a glimmer of light on a path filled with philosophical, 
theoretical, and physical challenges, but it has an open and optimistic ending. This 
path is for all of us to traverse, primarily using our imagination: a joint discovery of 
reality, understanding that living well in a place means learning from it, grasping its 
spirit, and envisioning a desirable future with and for the communities that inhabit it. 
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We neither seek nor claim to find a perfect idea to impose everywhere 
and at all times; this is not a rulebook but merely the start of an adventure 
with a possible destination towards a good life in 2050, in the near future. 
In every region, conversation, and meeting, we found abundant hope, and 
we wanted this sentiment to be reflected in the title, addressing a feeling 
increasingly common among people. 

Facing climate change, humanity has oscillated from denial to despair 
and inaction. We’re now at a juncture where people are starting to realize 
that time is running out, and change is inevitable. This change manifests 
in various ways and dimensions, and in this work, we endeavor to explore 
some of them. 

We invite you to join us on this journey, a journey for all of us.

José Alberto Garibaldi y Francisco de la Mora
Londres, 2023

Sometime  
in the early  

21st century.
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The damage in 
the region is 

incalculable...

... while the representatives of the 
different countries have still not reached 

any agreement in the Conference of  
the Parties, which is taking place in...

… hundreds of 
thousands of displaced 

people have lost 
everything...

I think  
I might just 
stay here a 

while longer.We are going 
for a drink, are 

you coming?

But Joe,  
they are  

closing…

Just go,  
I’ll meet you 
there later.

Cheer up Joe, 
you’ll see next 

year will be 
different.

Hey
 Joe!
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How did we end up like this?

It all started in another era, 
what feels like a lifetime ago.

we were young. 
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Because we all have a job to do, but also because I’m 
the protector of travelers and Joe, like many before 
him, has set out on a journey to try and clear his mind,  

to try to understand how we can live better.

Hello, 
sorry I had not 
seen you there.

Ok, 
wait a minute, 

I’m almost done.

Joe looks  
lost, right? 
But aren’t  

we all?

Ok... 
All yours now.

Who am I?

My name is Mercury, 
or Hermes, 

call me 
what you wish. My job  

is to guide Joe,  
or perhaps  

to assit you.

Why?

I beg your 
pardon? I did 
not hear you



CHAPTER 1
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Joe I’ll 
miss you 
loads.

Me too.
I’d love  

to go with you.

The past



28 29

Today’s evident disconnect between nature and humans begins...perhaps some  

500 years ago... This disconnect has not only made the living conditions  

of the majority of the population dramatically more dificult, but it now seems  

to threaten the very existence of human life on the planet.

Why? 
What happned?
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I don’t 
understand it.

Wasn’t this  
what you  

were after?

be careful… 
pick wisely.

You have time,  
Joe, but it’s  

running out...

Each folder  
is a dream,  

or a  
nightmare.

It depends  
how you  

approach it.

but...  
Be careful  

Joe...

Hi 
Joe!

Euh? Where 
are we?

This is your 
dream.

you 
tell 
me…
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In a distant future...
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There is so  
much beauty in  

that dream that it’s  
truly frightening.

How right was 
that lady.
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2050, the Present
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Can I have 
a peak?

Of course.

Looks like  
you will lose!

I think  
you are only looking  
at a specific moment  
in time, but you can’t  
look into the future  

with any degree  
of clarity.

Or so it seems…  
but that’s not  
what matters,  

right?

Look, chess  
is a game  

of strategy.

In which the 
winner is almost 

always he who can 
see the greatest 
number of moves 

ahead.

It’s a game  
where the winner  
is he who can see  

the future.

A couple of  
years from now,  

perhaps, but much  
further, it’s hard  

for me to  
imagine.

It’s a  
competition,  

similar to the  
one humans had  
for 500 years  
with nature.

But unlike  
a game of chess,  

humans didn’t have  
clear rules, and, above 

all, we didn’t know  
the consequences  

of our moves.
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When playing  
chess, before 

each move, one has 
to consider the 
repercussions.

Towards the end of the century, the climate crisis that you dreamed of and 
that began to take shape 500 years before, became dramatically apparent. 
Entering the 21st century, the speed at which it moved was very worrying.

200 years ago,  
after the Industrial 

Revolution, our footprint 
on nature began  
to increase and 

accelerated  
dramatically.

... and as the 20th 
century progressed, 
with all its atrocities, 

the world seemed  
to move almost  

on inertia.

When we act  
upon nature, it seems  

that we either don’t want 
to or don’t know how 
to understand those 

repercussions.

Try to think  
about the climatic 

crisis but on  
a small scale.

We, humans, found 
ourselves in the need (out 
of urgency and desire) to 
once again think through 

every move in this imaginary 
game that you and I are 

contemplating.

But when we  
managed to see the 
truth, everything 

changed.

Thinking about things 
differently, we manage to 
transform the heaviness 
of living into a pleasure 
that arises from every 

move being considered in 
terms of what is good.

Duty  
became a  

formidable  
engine.

A force 
to build 

relationships,  
and with relationships,
a better way of living.

a good life.

The reconnection 
between truth and 

good, between nature 
and man generated a 

freer and more 
leisurely life...

... One in 
which humans 
have the time 

to contemplate 
beauty.

It took 
a lot of work.
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Middle Ages
Renaissance

Look... ...About 500 years  
ago, in the West,  

a series of events 
began to occur, 

which modified the 
relationship between 

man and nature.

Little by little  
thought, philosophy,  
the way of acting and  

relating began to show  
a constant separation  
between the essence  

of things and the  
thing itself.

XVII Century

XIX Century

And towards the 
beginning of the 

21st century, concepts 
not only separate but 

sometimes even at odds 
with one another.

The disunity  
is so extreme  

that the climate  
begins to change 

drastically and rapidly 
as a direct result  
of human activity.

Interpreting 
life in another way 

was not only desirable, 
but tremendously 

urgent.

Humanity  
understood that  

nature and human action 
had to be understood 

once again as part  
of the same thing.
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WE MUST DEFEND AT ALL 
COSTS INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, 

EQUALITY BEFORE THE 
LAW AND LIMIT STATE 

INTERVENTION IN  
PERSONAL AFFAIRS.

WE CANNOT AND 
MUST NOT ALLOW THE 

EMERGENCE AND RISE OF 
ANOTHER TOTALITARIAN 

STATE.

LIBERALISM IS  
THE ONLY WAY TO LIFT  

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE OUT OF 
POVERTY. TELL ME, WHAT OTHER 

IDEAL IS MORE NOBLE THAN 

FREEDOM. 

…and we found  
a different way to 
deal with the same 
complications…

Around the  
first quarter  

of the 21st century,  
we began to stop 
thinking in linear  

terms, of  
progress...

Based on  
ancient traditions  

of indigenous 
peoples.

And far from  
the idea that 

dominated thought 
during the 19th  

and 20th centuries: 
Liberalism.

Although in many  
cases these ideas  

come from a positive place,  
the freedom that this  

good man talks about is  
what can be considered  

a negative freedom.

Well, look,  
we understood that we  

must also consider the idea  
of wisdom, of what it is and  
what it means to live well,  

what a good life is and  
how we pursue it.

But when you say 
that it goes beyond 

freedom, what do 
you mean exactly? Very good question…. 

perhaps we could start 
by looking for what’s 

transcendental: 
Truth, goodness  

and beauty.

THOSE CONCEPTS  
ARE SUBJECTIVE.  
NO ONE AGREES  

ON WHAT A GOOD  
LIFE IS.

Creativity,  
production, our personal 

and community relationships, 
contemplation; Don’t you 
think all of this is part  
of a good life? Do you  

find all of this  
subjective?

That, obviously, 
includes the idea 
of freedom but 
goes beyond it.

HUH!

OH YEAH?  
AND WHAT DO YOU  

SMARTY PANTS  
PROPOSE?
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I think  
they are right making  
it to the end of the  

month is important, but  
what kind of life is a  

life without community  
and values?

I think...,  
I think I’m beginning  

to understand  
the dilemma.

Come, join me.  
Have you been 

in a temazcal? Let’s 
detox a bit...

THE STATE GRANTS  
YOU THE RIGHT TO PURSUE  

ALL OF THIS.

Moreover, 
the State is ourselves. 
We are a polis, and if we 
view it as a problem of 

a state that is “another”, 
we lose the agency 

necessary to pursue a 
good life.

Moreover, the State is 
ourselves. We are a polis,  

and if we view it as a problem  
of a state that is an ‘other,’  

we lose the agency necessary 
to pursue a good life.

AGREED, AGENCY IS 
CRUCIAL, BUT IT COMES 

FROM A SOCIAL CONTRACT. 
AND IN YOUR THEORIES, 

WITH WHOM DO YOU SIGN 
THAT CONTRACT?

I have never  
signed any contract, 
but I have alliances, 

relationships, friendships. 
Or, let’s see, show me  

the signature of  
the contract with  

my family?

IF THOSE  
RELATIONSHIPS  

AREN’T SIGNED IN A 
CONTRACT, HOW DO YOU 

ENSURE THEY WORK?

Well, let’s see,  
one loves and respects  

their family not because of 
signing a contract, right? You 

and I have agency, but while yours 
arises from a contract, mine 

comes from relationships  
within my community.

And ultimately,  
it’s about strengthening 

the things we love to 
protect them. Whether it’s 
in our community, nation,  

or among nations.

BUT DOES THAT 
MEAN THERE CAN’T BE 
CONTRACTS, RIGHT?

Of course,  
because we need to 

work. Before worrying 
about the end of the 
world, I have to make  

it to the end of  
the month.

Well, I believe  
the old man from another 
era! Just follow the rules 

imposed by the state.  
If everyone did that, we 

would all be fine. The rest 
is anarchy.

Well... even if  
there were, so that the  
rules aren’t impersonal, 

we have to go back to the 
basics: our relationships, 

skills, and values.
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So what you’re 
trying to tell me is 

that the solution must 
be sought in goodness, 

truth, and beauty.

It’s always been  
there, it’s just  

that we had given up  
the search.

Today, finally,  
in 2050, we all pursue  

a common good, 
personal, but at the 

same time, we seek the 
collective good.

For a long time,  
these two goods  
were separated.

However,  
this goes further; 
personal good and 

collective good point  
to something: they have  

a purpose: To live  
a good life.

But soon  
we understood  

that they must be  
tied together.

And the truth?

During the worst  
years of the climate crisis,  

humans understood truth as 
a function of the subject or 

language but not as a variable  
of things. Thus, truth became  

a variable of the subject, 
something that is either  

in consciousness or  
in language.

and in both cases,  
the climate problem  

could not be solved because  
what people were doing  

was adapting their personal  
or social behavior to a vision 
of things, but not to things 

themselves, right?

True... the climate  
crisis stems from  

that problem: we believe  
that we are the creators  

of the world, and not  
actors in the world.

Goethe perhaps  
described it  

in a better way.

We are the ones  
who measure things,  

and that is to a large  
extent what led us  

to the GREAT  
climate crisis.

The thinker used  
to say that reading Kant 
was like entering a room 

filled with light.

And it’s  
absolutely true,  
it’s the feeling  

it gives you.

But if the focal  
point is the light, we  

tend to forget that we are 
entering a room and the  

fact that there is a world 
outside the room.
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And we understood that we 
had to go back to seeking 

what is true, because without 
what is true, we cannot 
understand each other.

What we collectively  
understood was that  

what needed to be done was  
to leave that room and  

seek the truth in things.  
And leaving the room  
takes you to nature.

In ancient Western traditions, 
there was a critical use of truth, 

that is, the pursuit of truth as the 
element of public debate, not as 

something used instrumentally or 
efficiently to achieve goals, but as 

the foundation of discourse.

What is true, but 
also that it’s in things, 
not in our perception 

of things.

The search  
for the truth in  

things once again  
became the foundation  
of our life together.

Because if the  
truth is in things,  

no one can  
possess it.

I see  
you’re back...

... And that  
you are not  

comfortable with  
what you saw in the  

first folder...

but... remember, 
you always have to 
be careful what 
you wish for...

I hope  
this one is  

better, yeah.



INTERMEZZO



60 61

In a not-so-distant future...
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The wells have to be  
monitored around the  
clock, day and night  

and the distribution of  
water will be prioritized  
according to the youth  

of each site.

AND THE  
WOMEN?

AND  
CHILDREN?…

WE ARE HERE  
TO TALK ABOUT  
the CARNIVAL,  

NOT WATER.

Are these  
your children?

HELLO How are 
you doing, 
my friend?

They belong  
to everyone,  
my friend. 
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HOW LONG HAVE  
THEY BEEN HERE?

SINCE WE 
were displaced,  
BUT, SIT DOWN.

AND WHERE DO you  
ALL COME FROM?

From everywhere. 
THERE ARE PEOPLE FROM 
THE NORTH, AND FROM THE 
SOUTH. There are folks 

from the coast and from 
the mountains.

AND ARE  
you HERE FOR  
THE WATER?

Because  
of the water,  

yes. But...

Here too,  
we find a community. 
Look, it all started  
a long time ago...

...ON THE COAST, WHERE I WAS A TEACHER. WE 

KNEW WHAT WAS GOING TO HAPPEN TO US. WE WERE 

SOMEWHAT PREPARED.

IT HAD ALREADY HAPPENED IN OTHER PLACES. BY THEN 

JAKARTA HAD ALREADY SUNK. THEY DREW SO MUCH 

WATER FROM THE SUBSOIL THAT THE CITY CAME DOWN.

PEOPLE MIGRATED EN MASSE TO THE MOUNTAINS.  

IT WOULD BE LIKE THIS EVERYWHERE.



70 71

AND IF WE DIDN’T LEAVE EARLIER, IT WAS BECAUSE WE THOUGHT OUR CITY 

WOULD WITHSTAND LONGER, THAT THE LEVEES BUILT IN 2025, 2026, AND 

THOSE IN 2028, WHICH WERE THREE TIMES HIGHER, WOULD BE ENOUGH.

BUT BY THEN, THERE WERE VERY FEW PEOPLE LEFT. ONLY 

A FEW CAME ON PRIVATE FLIGHTS, TO EXCLUSIVE HOTELS. 

PEOPLE CONTINUED TO PRETEND NOTHING WAS HAPPENING.

THE WEATHER HIT US ALL. RICH AND POOR, 

ALTHOUGH SOME WERE ABLE TO LEAVE EARLIER, 

AND THE REST OF US LEFT LITTLE BY LITTLE.

WE LEFT IN THE EARLY THIRTIES. BUT EVERYTHING HAPPENED VERY 

SLOWLY. FIRST WE WENT TO THE VALLEY, WHERE I HAVE FAMILY. THEN, 

WHEN THE WATER REACHED US, WE MIGRATED TOWARDS THE MOUNTAINS. 

THERE LIFE WAS HARD. WE STAYED THERE ONLY 10 YEARS.
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The future  
is no longer what it 

used to be, is it?

Joe is starting  
to understand, and  

you? Look: Aristotle 
realized that the future 

will be at some point,  
but it’s not yet.

Joe found a way to 
experience different 
realities, different 

scenarios, dystopian 
futures, or eutopian 

futures…

Hi.

IT IS REALLY  
SIMPLE... THE FUTURE  
IS MANY POSSIBLE  

FUTURES.

such as the  
past, WHICH at some 
point was, in other 
words, it ceased 

to be.

BUT ONCE the past  
ceases to be, it is  

clear that the future  
is also what  
was to be.

but remember  
it is none of  

those futures.

* Eutopia: the utopian future that does exist.

we all have  
the capacity to  
experience this.  

Well, maybe not me,  
but you do.

so... what  
future would  
you like to be?

let’s  
see then...
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2050, the Present Hello, would  
you like a 

coconut, Sir?

With pleasure,  
yes. Thank you  

so much.

I see that you come 
from the sea I think I was 

dreaming

Of better times?
On the 

contrary…
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Will you come  
with me? where are  

you going?

to the  
market...  
come on,  

you’ll like it.

and are you  
from here? sure; now  

we all are.

But tell me.  
What brings you to 

these beaches?
Well I do not know.  
LONG AGO I started  
a journey, but right  

now I don’t know  
where I’m going.

It seems to me  
that you should 
concentrate on 

remembering where  
you came from.

Something along 
those lines, that’s 

what somewhere else a 
man explained to be. He 

was talking about 
the past. 

The past is a  
good remedy to  

turn to when  
one wants a  

better future.

For sure.

This is so 
beautiful…
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Excuse me,  
young man, but... 
what year is it?

It’s the  
year 2050,  
my friend.

2050? But...  
well... Anyway.

I imagine you  
want to know  

how you got here,  
right?

Look. I can  
tell you how we  

got here, and maybe  
this will shed some 
light on your story.

Glug glug glug...  
yes, of course...

Around the second 
decade of the century, 
dear friend, we lived  

here the best of times, 
but also the worst  

of times.
What seems so  

obvious to you now  
was not so obvious  

back then...

Be careful, son.  
Use your mouth,  
like I told you.



82 83

It’s 7 o’clock 
we better get going… 
there is no one here.

the idea seems simple,  
ladies and gentlemen.  
We are going to take 

measures to deal with the 
reconstruction, but  

all together and  
with a common plan.

a new vision  
for the  

community,  
then.

Those of us  
who were 

affected by the 
hurricane need 
support now.

Let’s start  
by imagining  

what we want.

this all  
sounds  

very good

but it also 
sounds a bit 

eutopian... some 
of us here are  

in a hurry.

And what about  
migration? It’s an  
obvious problem.  

Why isn’t anyone going to 
talk about migration?

First let’s try  
to solve the  
water issue.
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And in the  
countryside, those  

of us who work  
the fields are 

overwhelmed by  
the floods.

At least  
you have water.

Looks like 
we have not made 
much progress, 

have we dad?

Well son...

The important  
thing is that finally  
all of this is being 
talked about, son.

the agreements 
will come.

Water, you say?  
What we have here  

is a lake in the  
town square.

It’s better  
than nothing.

And your father,  
Was He Right?

well...

Not everything  
is perfect, but we  

have achieved some 
important changes.

For example,  
investment in infrastructure 

has increased, but always  
with the thought of 
contributing to the  

community, coexistence,  
public space.

... but also to those  
impacts of climate  
change that were  
and continue to  

be inevitable.

 There has been  
much advancement  
in clean energies,  

and PEOPLE have also 
understood that the  
circular economy is  
an essential issue.

Look. I can’t tell you  
that this is a perfect  

society, but yes, to answer 
your question, my father  

was right. See  
for yourself.

Education,  
on the other hand,  
has changed a lot,  

now it’s more focused  
on cultivating people and  

their abilities...

... and this has  
helped each new  

generation to be better 
prepared to adapt  

to mindset changes...



86 87

The most noticeable 
and powerful change 

was cultural. We remembered 
what we need to live well, to 
have a good life. And it’s not 
much, nor does it cost much 

money.
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It seems that  
things are starting 
to become clearer, 

right?

Or is your  
vision more  
tangled up?

Me?

I’m Sofia,  
but you don’t  
have to worry  

about me.

Want some advice? 
Remember Alma...
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DURING THE FIRST YEARS, WE LIVED IN THE 

MOUNTAINS. IT WAS A VERY SIMPLE LIFE, 

 AND QUITE HARD, ESPECIALLY FOR MY HUSBAND.

HE WAS A DAY LABORER, LIKE ALMOST EVERYONE WHO ENDED  

UP THERE. I CONTINUED BEING A TEACHER, BUT WITHOUT PAY.

WHEN THEY CLOSED THE SCHOOL, WHICH WAS ALMOST EVERY 

OTHER DAY, WE ALL HAD TO GO TO THE COUNTRYSIDE

THE LIFE WE LEFT BEHIND DISAPPEARED FOR MILLIONS 

OF PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD. WE WERE LUCKY  

TO END UP IN THAT PLACE.

BUT SOON THE SITUATION WORSENED BECAUSE PEOPLE KEPT ARRIVING. 

THE SCHOOL CLOSED AND ANYONE OVER 10 YEARS OLD WAS FORCED TO 

WORK IN THE FIELDS.

THE RULES, IN ADDITION, STIPULATED THAT ANY FAMILY WITH 

CHILDREN UNDER 10 HAD TO MOVE TO SECTOR F, TO THE NORTH.  

THE JOURNEY WAS LONG AND DANGEROUS, BUT WITHOUT SCHOOL  

AND WITH THE YOUNG GIRL, WE HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO MIGRATE.
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ON THE WAY THERE, THERE WERE DROUGHTS, FLOODS, 

TIDES, DISEASES, AND WAR, A LOT OF WAR.
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That’s where the 
problems among us 

began.

 They are more  
resilient than the  

adults and found not 
just a community, but 

happiness here.

Hello kids, 
can I play?

Well, talk  
to them, you’ll  

surely find more 
answers to  

your questions  
than with me.

Sure. Look,  
we are looking  

at the future... everyone 
gets a turn. Now it’s 

your turn.

 There, look.  
That there is  

for you.

I have seen  
a lot. A ghostly Paris,  

collapsed cities,  
places in ruins...

Like many  
families, we had  

our disagreements, 
but the situation  
was desperate.

If we kept going,  
it was for the children... 
Look at them, they never 

stop smiling and believing. 
They don’t need optimism 

to have hope.

I can’t imagine  
where they found  

the strength  
to carry on.

Well, not  
everything has to end 

badly. As one progresses, 
possibilities unfold that 
wouldn’t have happened 
without taking a step 

forward.

How would the world look if people 
had acted differently, with more hope?

How would the world look if, 
when the world showed its 

worst side, people had faith?

With everything that’s happening, we 
don’t need more fear. Why not have 

hope instead? Why not pursue the good 
instead of the bad?



CHAPTER 4



98 99

Hey, 
friend!

Thank you,  
I planted them myself  

many years ago.
Can you see  

how they refresh  
the house? But come, 

sit down.

You look  
thirsty and lost. 

Come, I’ve just made 
a jug of guava juice 

from the trees 
around us.

Where... uh...  
are we...? Sorry  
to ask this, but,  

are we in the  
future?

It certainly 
seems so.

2050, the present

Can you  
tell me how  
I got here?

Well...  
I can tell you  

how WE got here, 
is that okay?

Yes, please.

Where should I start from? In the mid-2020s, we were more  
than a quarter of a century after Apartheid, longer than  

Mandela was in prison, but unemployment, poverty, and inequality 
were still at unacceptable levels.

So, what changed  
in the following  
30 years or so?  

I have to start with 
society itself.

Do you remember the great floods? More than 400 
people died on the spot, with houses collapsing around 
them. The poorest communities were the most affected, 

although even middle-class homes were flooded.

I think the  
psychological impacts  

of dealing with social and 
ecological disasters helped 

us to accelerate dialogue 
and understanding.

Your garden is so 
beautiful!  And those 

trees!
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Perhaps the 
most important thing 
was that that period 

made us rethink how we 
wanted to live. I’ve heard  

that before...

People started  
to think about  
how to change  
the situation.

How so?

This happened at the beginning of the 2020s.  
It was exciting!

Well...  
Our former way of  

doing things had become  
so ingrained. our  

consumerist culture  
and expectations, which  

now seem almost  
antediluvian.

Coal, fossil fuels, right? It’s a crucial point.  
You haven’t explored that part of history much,  
have you? It is fundamental, your readers surely  

expect more details about it.

Here, as in other places, the debate about  
fossil fuels has become more open and diverse,  

with the participation of more voices.

We were trapped in eternal conflicts,  
looking for a solution. Some supported  

state development, others preferred  
free markets.

We developed a framework for a Just Transition, largely 
focused on transitioning away from coal, but other issues 

related to adaptation and other issues also emerged.

Social movements came together and demanded a change in the system. 
Communities with water shortages, media, workers, religious communities, 

youth, climate scientists, academics, women’s and environmental 
 and social justice organizations participated. Activist leaders began  

to write reflections. Although it was not immediately successful,  
it connected with the concerns of many groups, as the economy  

was not working for many people.

It is here  
that the broader 

coalitions began to 
really matter.
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Let’s not  
forget the economy; 

unemployment  
was almost 30%  

at that time.

The interests  
of the fossil fuel  

industry and coal workers 
drifted apart, leading  
to the formation of  

new alliances.

How did they  
build those 
coalitions?

Well, to some  
extent, it’s the 

oldest story in the 
book. We had to find 

common ground.

I guess if I’m honest, I was also part  
of this at that time. All of this happened 
even before I planted those guava trees! 
A broad group of individuals and groups 

began to understand...

Part of this was really driven by the younger 
generation, who understood that politics, 
business, and activism were not separate  

domains but could come together.

We understood that solving problems of  
poverty, inequality, and unemployment were  

linked to ecological devastation, and we needed 
to connect ideas and people.

We started to pay a lot of attention  
to local areas and ask ourselves how  
we could solve problems in specific 

places, with specific communities.

In general,  
we saw ways to  

shift from an economy 
driven by consumerism 

to one centered on 
human interaction.

Of course, we know that for those 
living in extreme poverty, meeting 
basic material needs is essential. 
Poverty cannot be taken lightly

But it was surprising to many 
to realize that even the rich 

were often unhappy.

When it became evident that they were working all the time to live poorly, that was a key moment  
for both the rich and the middle classes, who had aspired to live like the rich. The new aspiration became 

what our Latin American friends call “Buen vivir”, living well, a good life. 

Being able to see that a good life was really possible meant that we could more easily unite forces 
across diverse communities and build more powerful coalitions. The broad political front approach  

of the 2020s mobilized groups behind a just transition to a good life.

Trade unions and community organizations played a crucial role in this mobilization,  
overcoming internal divisions and the influence of specific interest groups, such as  
the coal lobby. Until the early 2020s, traditional unions were slow to come together  

around more inclusive forms of union organization.

Once it was 
understood that we 

could live well without 
having more things, 
many other things 

followed.
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The land became a key element in the just transition. It represented 
much more than that. The deep-rooted pain from Apartheid confiscation 
created a constant need for redistribution. This encompassed changes 
in ownership, of course, but beyond the legal aspects, it also implied 

modifications in political control and land tenure security.

But more ways  
to care for the  

land began to emerge 
and I wanted to  
be part of it.

For example,  
I am technically  

not the owner of my 
land, land ownership 
has changed a lot  

in my life.

It was then that I planted those trees since there were 
many public discussions about agriculture and food 

security, and I realized I had the opportunity to  
participate, even if in a small way. And here they are,  

still feeding the community!

Now more people can have that sense of belonging  
and have ways to take care of the land so that it  

can take care of them.

The land can provide nutrition,  
health, and community through  

local food production.

And, fundamentally, land is about a sense of place. 
A good life is linked to improving specific places, 

making them more livable and attractive,  
and creating a sense of belonging.
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By the 30s,  
people across  

the country were 
beginning to forge  
their own visions…

... and narratives  
of a good life,  

and actively 
participating in  

making that happen.

but visions alone 
were not enough, 

not even efforts to 
reconfigure relations 

with the land.

The new energy  
systems were key:  

The solar revolution  
impacted South Africa  

in the 2020s.

Another crucial  
change was in our way of  
addressing governance  

funding. It took time to realize 
that we could not achieve a more 

egalitarian society through 
redistribution alone, despite  

the importance of social  
subsidies in post-Apartheid  

South Africa.

By the year 2050,  
we no longer need to focus 

the solution solely on social 
subsidies. The just transition 

processes that began in  
the 2020s genuinely provided 
socio-economic benefits and 

reduced inequality.

For solar and wind energy to be successful,  
it was clear that they had to prioritize the creation  
of quality green jobs that would benefit workers  

and communities, including rural areas.

The transformation of the energy sector required major 
changes, including new financing approaches beyond ESG and 
impact investment. The Green BIG was relevant, but a complete 

overhaul of the financial sector was essential.

What were  
the biggest  
challenges,  

you ask? Well, to be honest,  
none of this was easy,  
although constantly  

reinforcing commitments to 
inclusive policy and coalitions 

certainly helped. 

We had seen how the effectiveness of globalized supply chains under transnational 
corporate ownership and the growing dominance of the financial sector was diminishing. 

Even so, giving up concentrated private ownership was difficult for many. The idea of 
sharing resources and assuming that we would have enough was not easy to accept. 

People cared for the earth and each other, emphasizing the importance  
of ‘care.’ This included community ownership of resources, fostering security  

and a sense of community

A care economy was perceived as essential, infrastructure in a broad sense.  
Non-automated domestic work is highly specialized, and the preference for human care 

persists in situations of illness, youth, or vulnerability. 

Carework, often underestimated in labor coalitions, gains recognition as people redefine  
a good life. This enriches local economies with greater financial support and recognition 

for roles such as teachers, nurses, and support professionals.



SA-MO
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We also had to reflect on what values unite us as South Africans. 
South Africa in 2050 is a society where cultural diversity is 

respected, where there is not one size fits all. Life is convivial.  
There is peace, not just an absence of violence, but a feeling  

that everyone can live securely in their community. 

In 2050, it is not difficult to imagine future transformations in the way we 
will live in the future. We have seen it before, and perhaps how we live with 

nature, the earth, water, and how we reach the total elimination of waste are 
changes that are still to come.

Common values helped us to change in the present and to imagine even more 
in the future. We have witnessed a transformation in the way we lived in the 
2020s, from how we move, produce food, communicate, innovate, entertain 

ourselves, educate, approach healthcare, and even in technologies. 

So here we are,  
and the sun is beginning  

to set. We probably 
should head inside,  
as I have to cook in  

the community kitchen 
tonight.

Older adults  
work at night so that 
parents can focus on 

helping their children with 
homework, and then they 

take over on the weekends. 
It’s a good system.

The issue is that  
we haven’t solved all 
the problems. Global 

temperature has exceeded 
1.5°C and we are still 
feeling the impacts.

But we have a solid  
foundation. We have  
created ecosystems  
where people work,  

produce food,  
and live well...

In summary, 
we live a good life in 
2050, and this is our 
culture now. Shall 

we chop some 
vegetables?

Efforts continue  
to reduce global  

warming to less than  
1.5°C in the coming 

decades.
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Joe, come on,  
I was waiting  

for you. there’s no time.  
We’re leaving now.

Why the  
rush?

We have  
a lot to do.

Where  
are we?

we’re in  
the Middle  
East, Joe.

This area, half  
a century ago, was  
one of the most  

conflict-ridden on  
the planet.

People lived in desperation, and many 
millions migrated in search of better 
opportunities, but risking their lives.

And what happened?

There is a faculty in humans that has been 
greatly underestimated, Joe: imagination and 
the ability to imagine. but this imagination is  

not only like the creation of fiction but also 
the articulation of thought around standards 

or symbols and actions that have a long 
tradition in humanity.



I believe that this development of 
imagination within these traditions allows 
people to begin to imagine futures linked 
to the past, culture, nature, and humanity.
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Now, this 
tends to occur more 

in smaller groups than 
in larger ones...

And that’s why  
there is a link between 
the ability to imagine 

thought in small 
groups and in small 

communities.

but that does not mean that there is no 
possibility of going from small to large.

In which the sense of community goes from the 
bottom up, with people who cultivate their own 

virtues and use imagination to continue expanding 
the traditions in which each one lives.

At the heart of such traditions, whether one agrees with 
them or not, there is an intention to create something. There 
is a teleology; it is a dynamis, not an ateleological kinesis, 

that is to say, there is a purpose. 

These traditions (there are as many as you can 
imagine) are open to this wisdom and away from the 
misconception of current liberalism, which poses 

as a tradition, but unfortunately, it is not.

And they are distinguished from  
liberalism in that the latter is indeed  

an ateleological kinesis, for in the free 
market there is no purpose other than  

the accumulation of wealth. 

The traditions I speak of stipulate rights and obligations 
(or duties) towards others; one has to respect both what 

is due to oneself and the space of others. 

And this purpose could be translated 
into imagining how we want and can live 
well. What it means to live a good life. 

But duties and rights are not at odds with each other. What happens 
is that they become more involved because they have a purpose. 

Perhaps we do not agree, but at least we are thinking about it.  
So in a community, the advantage of the local is that you start  
to think about how you organize something in a specific place. 



And I do not mean to imagine utopias,  
because that would mean a no-place, something 

that does not have a place, rather I think  
of eutopia: A good, beautiful place, a good place 
to live, and a place where it is possible to seek 

and achieve happiness.

We find these eutopias when we step out of the room in 
our minds and seek the good, the truth, and the beauty 

that exist in things. It’s not a reality created in the 
abstract, in the comfort of a chair but a reality that 

unfolds as we interact with the world.
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And can the crisis  
we are going through  
be resolved with this  
way of seeing things?

 Well, look,  
this way of seeing  
things would imply 
understanding it  
as a non-crisis. 

If we manage  
to understand the 

community as a space where 
there is a purpose that puts 

the common good before 
personal gain, nature  

is included in the  
purpose itself, and  

not outside. 

Yes, I remember.  
Nature and man are  

not separated, 
therefore, in a eutopia 

there could not be  
a climate crisis. 

Of course,  
because humanity is part  

of nature, it is nature, and  
the common good, the 

eutopia, and the community 
cannot be thought of except 

in favor also of nature,  
and consequently, of  

the climate. 

Thank you. 

And who  
are you?  I am the  

god of rain. 

And are you  
here representing 

nature? 

Yes, that must  
be it. Tell me Joe, 

you’ve traveled half 
the world. Are you 
satisfied with what 

you’ve seen  
and heard?

I still 
have doubts. 

Really? 
Well so do I. Really?

Let’s try  
something, look  
into my eyes... 

Of course,  
gods doubt all  
the time. Did you  
think we did not?



THE END
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Mother?
Hello, son. 

Mother, I have  
traveled all over  

the world, but each  
option that is  

presented to me  
is difficult. 

Here you go, son, 
maybe this is the 
answer you’re 
looking for. 
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I don’t  
understand...  

there’s nothing  
here.

Look closely,  
Joe, open  
your eyes. 
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